Giardia infection in pigs: detection and in vitro isolation of trophozoites of the Giardia intestinalis group.
Giardia infections were detected in 14 out of 32 weaned, 1 to 2-month-old pigs, used in experiments with coccidia. Giardia trophozoites were present in the small intestine from the duodenum to the ileum with maximum numbers in the cranial part of the upper jejunum. They were localized mainly on the surface of intestinal crypts. No histological changes accompanied the infection and the infected animals were asymptomatic. Giardia trophozoites obtained from the intestines of necropsied pigs were isolated in axenic culture in a bile-supplemented TYI-S-33 medium. Morphological features of the trophozoites revealed by both light and scanning electron microscopy proved that the organism belongs to the Giardia intestinalis group.